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LASAN Biodiversity Program Background

● 2017 Biodiversity Council Motion
○ Protect and enhance biodiversity
○ Ultimate objective: create a biodiversity index for the City 

of LA that will measure progress on biodiversity goals
● 2019 Sustainability pLAn (LA’s Green New Deal)

○ Biodiversity and access to nature goals



LA Sanitation & Environment (LASAN) Biodiversity Collaborations 
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Expert and stakeholder input = critical for success

Academics, researchers, 
and practitioners with 

expertise or data

Engaged non-profits, environmental 
organizations, residents, etc.
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Creating a Customized Biodiversity Index

● Singapore Index = starting point 
○ Retained 3 metrics
○ Modified 11 metrics
○ Incorporated 11 new metrics 



2020 Biodiversity Report

Download at 
lacitysan.org/biodiversity

Includes four chapters:

1. LA City Biodiversity Index
2. Ecotopes Framework
3. Habitat Quality & Preliminary 

Connectivity Analysis
4. Case Studies

http://lacitysan.org/biodiversity


LA City Biodiversity Index

Download at 
lacitysan.org/biodiversity

http://lacitysan.org/biodiversity


LA City Biodiversity Index Indicators

7. Governance

1. Habitat Quality

6. Community Action5. Education

4. Access to Biodiversity3. Threats to Native Biodiversity2. Indicator Species

8. Management
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DASH bus service to Griffith Park 

Photo: la.curbed.com
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Ecotope Framework 
(management units based on landform, microclimate, and vegetation)



Los Angeles Certified as Community Wildlife Habitat





Next Steps

● Complete baseline measurement of the LA City Biodiversity Index
● Work with the Expert Council and other City departments (e.g., Bureau of 

Engineering, Department of Recreation and Parks, LA Public Library, and the 
Department of City Planning) to promote practices, programs, and projects 
that support biodiversity, improve connectivity, and make Los Angeles more 
sustainable and resilient


