
FROM PLASTICS YOU SEE TO THOSE YOU DON’T:
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 Understanding the Scale of the Environmental
Problem from Trash to Microplastics 



empowering action against the global
health crisis of plastic pollution through

science, education, and advocacy

OUR

MISSION



A BRIEF

HISTORY
Founded in 2009 to answer key
questions about plastic pollution

Led 19 research expeditions to all
five subtropical gyres and many
of the world's lakes and rivers

Published the first Global
Estimate of Marine Plastic
Pollution



MORE THAN 170 TRILLION PLASTIC PARTICLES

ARE AFLOAT IN THE WORLD’S OCEAN.  





Ocean plastics are hazardous for
marine life due to risks  of ingestion

and entanglement, especially
migratory species like the petrel.  

THE IMPACT OF

PLASTIC POLLUTION



Plastics are not only found in oceans, but
can be found far inland in mega fauna.

THE IMPACT OF

PLASTIC POLLUTION



BISECTION OF POLYBEZOAR 



TrashBlitzPlastic-Free ParksPlastic-Free Parks
2022
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2022 RESULTS
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TRASHBLITZ 

LOS ANGELES



Plastic microfibers derived from textiles pose a
significant risk to environmental and public health.

MICROFIBERS



We know that laundering our clothing
contaminates the air we breathe with
plastic microfibers, but we know very
little about the scale of this
contamination. 

We’re studying microfiber emissions
from drying machines in commercial
laundry facilities in San Francisco to
better understand plastic microfiber
sources.

PLASTIC AIR STUDY (2024)



THANK YOU!


